
Getting to the Games the Sustainable Way

What is the carbon footprint 
from travel?
 
The carbon footprint from travel-
related activities is one of the 
most significant contributors to 
the emissions of any large-scale 
international event like  
the Olympic Games.

The footprint is made up of all the 
emissions generated from travel to 
the Games by everyone involved, by 
plane, rail, bus, car or ship. Experts 
estimate that travel to Sochi will 
generate the equivalent of about 
160,000 metric tons of CO2 emissions.

When athletes, spectators and media descended upon Sochi by air, land and sea, they 
are part of an Olympic first: the first Olympic Games to have a truly carbon neutral 
footprint from operations through spectator and media travel.

Dow helped the Organizing Committee take a key step forward in terms of 
sustainability for the Sochi 2014 Olympic Winter Games. In addition to mitigating 
the direct carbon footprint of the Sochi 2014 Organizing Committee, Dow offset the 
travel-related emissions, estimated to be equivalent to 160,000 metric tons of CO2.

The combined efforts of Dow and the Sochi 2014 Organizing Committee are helping 
to increase environmental awareness and to inspire Russians and spectators around 
the world to minimize their environmental impact.

Demonstrating Global Leadership

The estimated travel footprint was neutralized through a portfolio of high-quality 
verified offsets that comply with international best practices and follow the 
International Carbon Offset and Reduction Alliance standard – a benchmark in the 
global offset market.

Confirming its leadership in energy efficiency and carbon management, Dow has 
contributed some of its own verified carbon offsets to the effort. 
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Project Portfolio

Dow has retired carbon credits sourced from a portfolio of projects located in 
past, present and future Olympic host nations. The projects focus on renewable 
energy, energy efficiency and the protection of vulnerable ecosystems.

Dow also deployed a portion of its own verified offsets. This project was based 
on a methane recycling project implemented in Georgia, United States, where 
a Dow plant utilized methane gas from the Dalton Whitfield County landfill to 
partially power its operations. From Russia, the portfolio includes offsets from 
the Bikin Tiger Carbon Project, a forest conservation project near Vladivostok, 
Russia, which is home to the rare Amur tiger.

Florestal Santa 
Maria REDD 
Project 

Argibem, São Sebastião 
and Vulcão Renewable 
Biomass Fuel 
Switching Project

Fundão-Santa Clara 
Energetic Complex Project

Dalton-Whitfield 
Landfill Project

Bikin Tiger Carbon Project

The Hyundai Steel Waste 
Energy Recovery 
Cogeneration Project

Total: 160,000 tons of CO2 equivalents 

Global Projects Contribute to Offsets


